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News from the Chittering Landcare Centre incorporating the Ellen Brockman Integrated Catch-

ment Group, Chittering Landcare Group, Bullsbrook Landcare Group and  

Wannamal Lakes Catchment Group. 

Recently there has been  a great 
effort to raise the awareness of the 
endangered Carnaby’s Black Cocka-
too at the landcare centre. The 
Chittering Bird Group recently hosted 
Dr Hugh Finn who provided training 
for the Great Cocky Count which took 
place on the 6th of April 2014.  
Last year’s Great Cocky Count, 
showed a small increase in numbers 
from the year before, but still less 
than in 2010.  
The Chittering Wildlife Carers held a 
Carnaby Cockatoo information even-
ing on 28th March 2014 at the Land-
care Centre.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ron Johnstone and Tony Kirkby pre-
sented some interesting information 
on all three Cockatoo species, ex-
plaining , that the Forest Red-Tail in 
particular may even be at greater risk 
of extinction that the Carnaby’s.  

We are now in the 

Nyoongar season— 

Dieran 

When at last we see a 

break in the hot weather 

and the dewy mornings 

begin.  

CARNABY  

COCKATOO 



Greening the corridors at  
Heron Hill 

Winter 2012 Summer 2013 

After a slow start, this rehabilitation 
project took off and is now finished 
very successfully!  
This project connects an area of 
remnant bushland to a waterway 
which flows into a Wetland of Na-
tional significance (Chittering Lake). 
This project is on Shire of Chittering 
Public Open Space in the Hart Drive 
estate area.  The initial planting in 
2010 wasn't very successful due to 
an extremely dry season, but two 
plantings later and it is looking fan-

tastic. A total of 10,000 seedlings 
were planted with help from Chitter-
ing Landcare Group members, 
Bullsbrook College students and our 
labour hire team.  
The Heron Hill bushland has also 
been mapped and treated for Phy-
tophthora dieback, to protect the 
remaining Jarrahs and Grasstrees.  
With such fast growth in these 
heavy soils, we cant wait to see how 
it looks in a few years time.  



New Website 

European Wasp 

SALP Breakfast 

 

The Landcare Centre has registered to set 
up a trap for this insect. European Wasps 
are native to Europe and have established 
in North America, South Africa, New Zea-
land and eastern Australia. The first wasp 
was discovered in WA in 1977 and in 1994 
a trap surveillance system was set up. With-
out this ongoing trapping and public report-
ing wasps would have established in WA 
long ago. Where wasps are abundant, peo-
ple dining alfresco should be wary of them 
and avoid drinking from opened bottles and 
cans, they are also attracted to meat. These 
wasps form large colonies that can attack 
en masse if disturbed and can sting multiple 
times. Multiple stings or a sting in the throat 
would require urgent medical aid. Or follow 
this advice from 400 years ago: 'If any ven-
omous beast, by his sting or biting have 
caused your flesh to rise…put upon the 
stung place the dung of a cow or ox very 
hot'. Destruction of nests should be done by 
someone qualified.  

Our feral animal technicians have 
eradicated 52 pigs so far this sea-
son. The Red Card for the Red Fox 
weekends were also successful 
with 61 foxes in Gingin, and 33 in 
Wannamal. We are doing our bit 
with a group of dedicated landhold-
ers beginning their baiting program.  

Feral Animal Update 

Landcare group Chairpersons and 
Officers attended a breakfast on the 
26th of February, where the suc-
cessful grant recipients were an-
nounced. We are pleased to an-
nounce that between our three 
groups, we were awarded $87,725. 
Chittering Landcare Group received 
$26987, which will go into two re-
vegetation projects and supply 
fencing for a reserve. Bullsbrook 
Landcare Group received $33906 
for weed control and revegetation 
at 4 sites in the West Bullsbrook 
area. EBICG received $26832 for 
two revegetation projects and weed 
control in a Muchea reserve. 

Our website has had a facelift! There is 
still lots of information to add to our site, 
but please go have a look ! -  

www.chittering.landcare.org.au 



The variety of plants flowering is start-
ing to increase.   Marri, Wandoo and 
Powderbark Wandoo are still flower-
ing.   In the Banksia woodlands Bank-
sia menziesii (Firewood Banksia) and 
B. prionotes (Acorn Banksia) have 
taken over from Banksia attenuata 
(Slender Banksia) and in the under-
storey Leucopogon species are start-
ing to flower.  Leucopogons belong to 
the heath family and are mostly small 
to medium size shrubs.  The flowers 
are usually small and white and the 
petals are bearded.  
In May Acacia iteaphylla (Flinders 
Range Wattle) commences flowering.  
This is a shrub with grey-green leaves 
and pale yellow perfumed flowers.  It 
is a native of South Australia and has 
been widely planted in gardens and 
was often used in early revegetation 
projects but has now become a weed 
along roadsides and is invading bush-

land.  For this reason it should not be 
planted.  If it is already present care 
should be taken to prevent its spread 
or better still remove it and replace 
with a local species.  It produces large 
amounts of seed and seedlings will 
continue to emerge possibly for sever-
al years after the parent plant has 
been removed.   
There are a couple of local species 
also with grey-green leaves, pale yel-
low flowers and early flowering which 
may be planted instead.  Acacia 
celastrifolia (Glowing Wattle) is a 
bushy shrub or tree to 3m tall which 
occurs naturally in lateritic soils.  Aca-
cia microbotrya (Manna Wattle) is a 
larger plant growing into a small tree 
with perfumed flowers.      
If you had mistletoe flowering on 
plants in your area over the last few 
months watch for Mistletoe Birds com-
ing to feed on the fruit. 

What’s flowering in Autumn? 



If you plan to do a fuel reduction or 
biodiversity enhancement burn late 
autumn is a good time to carry it out.  
Check with your local Shire office or 
Bushfire Control Officer for permit re-
quirements and conditions and always 
abide by them.  The FESA website 
has a Winter Burning Guide which pro-
vides information on burning safely 
(Google “FESA winter burning guide” 
to find it). 
 
If you have plants ordered for a reveg-
etation project this winter, now is the 
time to prepare the site.   If the soil is 
heavy or compacted it will need to be 
ripped, but even on lighter soils ripping 
prior to planting makes getting the 
plants in the ground a lot easier.   Re-
member if the site is sloping you will 
need to rip along the contours, not 
down the slope, to avoid creating 
channels for erosion.  In most cases 
weed control will also be needed to 
reduce the competition faced by the 
young plants.   If broadcasting seed 
rather than planting seedlings you will 
need to clear away dead vegetation 
and weeds to expose the soil and ena-
ble good seed/soil contact.     

To do in Autumn: 



Marri App        FREE 
This app has been developed to allow members of the community 
to contribute to the monitoring, research and preservation of marri 
trees. You can use this app to identify and record canker disease 
symptoms on your marri trees. Your data will help scientists to un-
derstand the decline process and find treatments – an invaluable 
tool in developing sustainable management solutions.  

Michael Morcombe and David Stewart  
eGuide to the Birds of Australia    $37.99 
If you are going to get an app for Bird identification, then this is the 
one to get. Yes, it is expensive, but it is well worth it! No only do 
you get detailed text descriptions of bird species including meas-
urements and breeding behaviour, distribution maps and pictures 
of males, females and juveniles, but it also includes songs and 
calls which is a very important part of bird ID. You can download 
the LITE version for free. 

Don’t worry, be appy! 

Australian Wildflowers      $3.79 
This easy to use app will help you identify nearly 600 wildflow-
ers found in Australia. Identify flowers by their colour, shape or 
location or search by common or botanical name. No internet 
connection is needed once it is downloaded, which makes it a 
handy app to have out in the field.  

Perth Skinks             $2.49 
Ever wonder what skinks can be found in your garden of local 
area? Skinks of the Perth Region gives you all the details about 
our scaled friends, including images, maps, habitat, descrip-
tions and general observations for 29 species of skinks that can 
located around the Perth region. 
 



Not more name changes 
Taxonomists have been busy with fur-
ther DNA studies on the native flora 
and more plants look like they will 
have name changes.  People are prob-
ably already aware that Dryandra and 
Banksia have been combined under 
the name Banksia but may not be 
aware that Hakea and Grevillea are 
set to be combined.  They will all be-
come Hakea, as this is the older name 
and has to be used under the taxo-
nomic nomenclature rules.    
 
Also in the spotlight has been the Myr-
taceae family (gum trees, waxes, bot-
tlebrushes, featherflowers).  Calliste-
mon is considered not to be sufficiently 
different to Melaleuca to remain a sep-
arate genus but at this stage they are 
still being kept separate.  Calothamnus 
is to be put into Melaleuca.   
 
Chamelaucium (the waxes) will remain 
but a number of darwinias (those with 
long styles) will be moved into Chame-
laucium.   The 10 eastern Australian 
darwinias would remain Darwinia but 
the 50 WA ones would become 
Genetyllis (a name which they had in 
the past before they were lumped in 
with Darwinia).   
Actinodium 
(Albany Daisy) 
would most like-
ly become Dar-
winia, which in 
WA would then 
become 
Genetyllis, but 
there is also the 
option of enlarg-
ing Actinodium 
to include Dar-

winia.  Homoranthus (an eastern Aus-
tralian group) and Pileanthus 
(coppercups) would remain.   
Verticordia (featherflowers) is likely to 
be the most controversial change.  The 
name Verticordia would probably re-
main but only part of what are currently 
Verticordia would remain in that genus.  
The group is likely to be split into 3 
groups – 

 the tropical ones (which are close-

ly related to Pileanthus), 

 the yellow flowered species (a 

change which had been suggested 
many years before DNA testing was 
available but over-ruled), 
the pink flowered ones (which would 
retain the name Verticordia). 
The other option for this group would 
be to put them all into Pileanthus and 
Verticordia would disappear altogeth-
er.   
 
You may have noticed a number of 
other unfamiliar names appear on 
Florabase under Myrtaceae or on the 
labels of WA native plants you have 
purchased in recent years.    Anti-
coryne, Astus, Babingtonia, Enekba-

tus, Euryomyr-
tus and Rinzia 
were previous-
ly included in 
Baeckea, Aluta 
and Malleoste-
mon used to 
be in Thryp-
tomene and 
Cyathostemon 
was previously 
part of Astar-
tea. 



One of the projects the Landcare Centre 
is currently undertaking is the Scarp to 
Scarp Corridor Project. The project aims 
to link the larger areas of vegetation in 
forests and reserves by protecting vegeta-
tion on private properties and revegeta-
tion projects. This is a large scale project 
which will take many years to complete.  
Perth Region NRM have granted us funds 
to begin the project. This partnership 
seeks to establish a corridor in the Wan-
namal area to provide linkages between 
two large areas of remnant vegetation 

enabling the movement of two endan-
gered species of fauna, the Carnaby’s 
cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus latirostris) and 
the Woylie (Bettongia penicillata). It fur-
ther seeks to revegetate areas within 
twelve kilometres of known roosting and 
nesting sites of Carnaby’s cockatoo and 
to provide species which include preferred 
foraging plants for the birds. The revege-
tation areas will include understorey spe-
cies which provide the low ground cover 
required for the safe movement of the 
Woylie.  



enabling the movement of two endan-
gered species of fauna, the Carnaby’s 

and 
. It fur-

ther seeks to revegetate areas within 
twelve kilometres of known roosting and 
nesting sites of Carnaby’s cockatoo and 
to provide species which include preferred 
foraging plants for the birds. The revege-
tation areas will include understorey spe-
cies which provide the low ground cover 
required for the safe movement of the 

We have attempted to contact all landholders in 
the area, to ask if they would consider fencing 
remnant bushland and if they are interested in 
revegetation projects. Landcare officers can apply 
for funding on landholders behalf to undertake 
fencing and revegetation works. If you are inter-
ested in a project on your property please contact 
us at the Landcare Centre. 

Left: Scarp to Scarp Corridor Map  
 showing Stage 1 area 
 
Top: Carnaby’s cockatoo & Woylie 



Soils Forum—Wannamal 

Friday 21st March 2014 

Over 20 people attended the Soils 
Workshop held on the 21st of March 
at Wannamal Hall. Nigel Todd from 
Perth Region NRM presented his 
current project which is investigating 
nitrous oxide emissions in horticul-
ture. Professor Lyn Abbott from 
UWA gave a very interesting 
presentation on soil microbes, and 
how we can look at the bugs in our 
own soil. The Landcare Centre is 
looking into purchasing a USB mi-
croscope for this purpose. Lyn also 
introduced us to the Microblitz pro-
ject which is looking at mapping the 
DNA of microbes in WA soils.  
Fran Hoyle from DAFWA explained 
the basics of soil carbon and how 
we can improve it. After lunch the 
Wannamal locals came together to 
discuss the 
achievements of 
the Wannamal 
Lake Catchment 
Group and brain-
storm fresh ideas 
for the future. An 
event is planned 
for the AGM in 
October.  

Top right: Fran 
Hoyle from DAF-
WA, presenting 
Soil Carbon 
 
Right: Springtails 
under the micro-
scope. 



Fencing Workshop 

Sat 22nd February 2014 

The fencing workshop held on the 22nd of February 
was a great success. There were a few new faces at 
the workshop, we have been able to advertise to a 
wider audience thanks to social media. We would 
like to say a huge thank you to Phil Humphry for not 
only giving up his time and expertise on the day to 
show us the basics of fencing, but also the time he 
spent setting up and finishing off the fencing. We 
were able to fence the last of our paddocks which 
surround the landcare centre, and will be used for 
rotational grazing.  

Native Grass Workshop 

Saturday 2nd November 2013 

The native grass and pastures workshop 
held on November 2nd was a success 
with attendees coming from a wide area 
including Dowerin and Toodyay. David 
Collins from Greening Australia spoke 
about native species as fodder belts and 
brought examples of the different species 
being used in a project in the wheatbelt. 
Una Bell gave us an insight into the varie-
ty of grasses, native and introduced, to be 
found in our local area with many fresh 
and pressed specimens. Everyone was 
then introduced to the techniques needed 
to dissect florets and identify parts used 
in identification of grass species. Roy But-

ler then presented a comparison of native 
and conventional improved pastures and 
the pros and cons of each to allow an 
informed decision about which type of 
pasture would be most suitable and what 
to expect form each.  



 

@ Chittering Landcare Centre 

Mondays 9am—12noon 
 

28th April 

23rd June 

25th August 

AGM 27th October 

24th November 

Chairman:     

Robert Hawes 

@ Chittering Landcare Centre 

Wednesdays 7:00pm—9:30pm 
 

20th April 

25th June 

27th August 

AGM 29th October 

26th November 

Chairman:  

Ann Graham 

C o n t a c t  U s :  
175 Old Gingin Rd, Muchea 

PO Box 62, MUCHEA WA 6501 
chitteringlandcare@iinet.net.au 
www.chitteringlandcare.org.au  

Ph: 9571 0400 Fax: 9571 4350 

S t a f f :  
Rosanna Hindmarsh 

Bonny Dunlop-Heague 
Megan O’Grady 

Sue Metcalf 
Sue Pedrick 

Beverly Paton 
Sam Young 

G r o u p  m e e t i n g s  t o  b e  h e l d  i n  2 0 1 4  

Chairman:   

Judith Beer 

@ Lowery Park, Bullsbrook 

Thursdays 7pm—9:30pm 
 

1st May 

26th June 

28th August 

AGM 30th October 

27th November 

On the 1st of May, we 

will be celebrating  

15 years of the  

Landcare Centre’s  

official opening! 


