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News from the Chittering Landcare Centre incorporating the Ellen Brockman Integrated Catchment Group, Chittering Landcare Group, Bullsbrook Landcare Group and
Wannamal Lakes Catchment Group.
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The Bonsanna Stud now resides at Chittering
Landcare Centre. The flock is made up of 6
Cheviot ewes and one newly acquired Cheviot ram. The Cheviot is a heritage breed,
there are only a couple of other Cheviot
flocks in the state. The Cheviot breed is
known for it’s high twinning rate, producing
quality carcasses, and though it does need to
be shorn they are generally low maintenance. There were seven lambs born this
year. The flock will be used to demonstrate
the principals of rotation grazing, and to display at our events.

SAVE THE SWAN
RIVER TRUST
More info on page 3

Wildflowers are blooming at

Bullsbrook Bridle Trail

The revegetation of the Bullsbrook Bridle Trail has been a
project undertaken by the North
Swan Landcare Group for the
last 3 years. The Bridle Trail reserve is an area of 40 ha with a
small creek running the lenth of
the reserve. The area starts at
Jess Rd, and runs through to
Meadow Brook Ramble and is
used by walkers and horse riders. Over 15,000 seedlings have
been planted so far, with funding from Department of Parks &
Wildlife and the Swan River
Trust Alcoa Landcare Program.
The good soils at this site have
ensured that the seedlings have
had a near 100% success rate.
The City of Swan also provided
tree guards to prevent damage
from animal grazing and whippersnipperitis.
Now is a great time to go down
and have a look at the revegetation works, as there are many in
flower.

Save the Swan River Trust

BBBC Birds
The Fauna Survey being undertaken at the Bulls Brook Biodiversity
Corridor is nearly at completion.
This year we have been undertaking monthly bird surveys, and have
been surprised at the variety of
birds present. The full Fauna Survey Report will be finished by the
end of the year, with conclusions
drawn from the data about the success of the revegetation and possible improvements that could be
made. Look out for it on our website!
Feral Animal Update
The Feral Pig count for 2013 totalled over 120! Thanks to Andy
Lockey and Gary Wilkinson for their
fantastic trapping efforts.
Water Quality Sampling
The Water
Quality
Sampling
runs for both
the Brockman and
Ellen Brook
Catchments
have been
completed
for this year.
Look out for
the reports
in early
2014.
Ellen Brook near Brand
Highway.

The Minister for Environment, Albert Jacobs
has indicated the government intends to
merge the Swan River Trust with the Department of Parks and Wildlife. Apart from
the outrage that such a move has caused,
this action has a number of ramifications for
our group. Funding from the Trust covers
the salary for members of staff. Many of our
projects are funded by Caring for Country
grants received by the Trust and then provided as grants to us to revegetate and
fence land in the Ellen Brook. The Pearce
West (RAAF Base) site is one of these.
We have been proactive. If you use facebook please like the "Save the Swan River
Trust" page.

We have approached parliamentary members to express our view. The concerns we
have about this issue is that a larger department will not wish to be engaged with the
local community and the knowledge of what
this will cause appears lost on the Minister,
who failed to even refer to the volunteer
network of the Trust during debate in Parliament on 16th October. The Trust raises significant funds independent of State Government consolidated revenue. This will not be
a priority within a large agency. If you can
find the time to write to Minister Albert Jacobs to express your disagreement with this
move it would be appreciated.
Minister for the Environment
Albert Jacobs
12th Floor
Dumas House
2 Havelock Street
West Perth WA 6005

St Marys Planting Day
Pearce Base South
2nd July 2013
140 St Mary’s girls came out to plant at the Pearce South aite on the 23rd of
July. We always underestimate how many seedlings these girls can plant, so
we decided to double the number this year, and take home any leftovers.
However, there weren’t any. The St Mary’s girls managed to plant an amazing 20,000 seedlings in one day! They should be very proud of themselves!

Fly Boys Planting Day
Pearce Base South
13th July 2013
This year’s site was situated on the RAAF base itself, just off Butternab Rd.
Around 40 Singaporean Trainee Pilots, 100 Air Cadets and a few community
members were in attendance as well as our enthusiastic landcare members.
An amazing 25,000 seedling were planting by lunchtime, which well and truly
broke the record number of seedlings planted for the annual Fly Boys Tree
Planting Day!

Tronox Planting Day
Carty Reserve, Chittering
20th July 2013
Over 200 Tronox employees and their families planted 8000 seedlings at
Carty Reserve on the 20th of July. This was the second stage of planting at
Carty Reserve, hopefully this planting will have the same success as the last!
Tronox provided a BBQ lunch after planting was finished and also a jacket
and seedlings to take home and plant in their gardens!

Left:
Carty Reserve 2012 Planting
Below and Bottom left:

2013 Tronox Employees
Planting at Carty Reserve

There is a large population of unwanted and feral cats in Western Australia,
and figures show that approximately 5,000 cats are euthanised each year.
Before the introduction of the legislation, the approach for the management
of cats was for local governments to establish cat control local laws under
the Local Government Act 1995. There are two indicators that suggest this
regulatory approach is not achieving a desired outcome
.
Firstly, there remains a significant number of unwanted cats received by cat
and animal welfare organisations which are ultimately euthanised. Secondly, cat control local laws have been enacted by only a small number of local
governments in Western Australia. While this could indicate that for many
local governments, cats are not an issue for their communities, with only a
small proportion of local governments regulating the keeping of cats, the
effectiveness of a local government enacting a cat local law will be diminished if neighbouring councils do not have similar cat control requirements.
What you must do
From 1 November 2013, the full Cat Act 2011 takes effect and will require
all cats that have reached six months of age to be:
 Microchipped
 Sterilised, and

Registered with the relevant local government.

Your cat will be required to wear a collar and registration tag to ensure they can be easily identified and returned to you if they become lost.
In Chittering a number of subdivisions have a development condition which
prohibits the keeping of cats. There are good reasons for this – many subdivisions are in bushland areas and the threat to our local wildlife
 It has been discovered that the feral cat population eats more than

186 species of native birds, 87 species of reptiles, 64 species of



mammals, and 10 species of frogs
It is estimated that 3.8 million Australian native animals are killed



annually by cats.
A feral cat can kill an animal up to 2 kilograms in weight. Such ani-



mals include bilbies, bettongs, lizards, birds etc.
The energy used by an adult male feral cat requires for it to eat 5%8% of it’s body mass per day. A female raising kittens requires 20%
of her body mass, in food, to survive.

Flax Leaf Broom (Genista linifolia) was last year declared a Weed of National Significance (WONS). It occurs in the City of Swan and Shires of Chittering and Gingin (as well as in a number of other local government areas), mainly
on roadsides in lateritic soils. It is a shrub to 3m tall with yellow pea shape flowers and narrow leaves. It flowers from August to November. The seeds are
reported to be poisonous.
It is thought to be only in isolated patches presently in Gingin and Chittering.
The Chittering Landcare Centre is aware of an infestation on the roadside of
Great Northern Highway in the vicinity of the Reserve Rd intersection and also
one on Muchea East Rd between Brand Hwy and the Livestock Centre entry. If
you are aware of any other locations where it occurs please report them to the
Chittering Landcare Centre on 9571 0400 or chitteringlandcare@iinet.net.au.
Two other brooms to watch
for are Montpellier Broom
(Genista monspessulana)
and White Weeping Broom
(Retama raetam). Montpellier Broom has yellow
pea shape flowers and wide
leaves, is up to 5m tall and
is also a WONS. It is not
presently known to occur
north of Perth. White
Weeping Broom is a
weeping leafless shrub up
to 3m tall with white pea
shape flowers. It is not
WONS listed but is considered a serious weed, particularly in sandy soils, in
Western Australia. It is already a problem in the metropolitan area. If either of
these plants is seen it
should also be reported so
action can be taken to control it before it becomes established in the area.

20th Annual
Chittering Wildflower Festival
12th –15th of September 2013
The 20th Annual Chittering Wildflower Festival was a huge success, thankfully the weather didn’t keep the crowds away. Staff
from Chittering Landcare Centre help to prepare and run the
Wildflower Festival every year. The new “Weeds or Wildflowers?”
display received a lot of attention.

St Mary’s Weeding Day
11th September 2013
The annual St Mary’s Weeding Day took place on the 11th of
September. Over 100 girls came to the Landcare Centre to handpull Cape Tulip from our paddocks. We were lucky to only have a
few showers on the day, even though wild weather was forecast,

Birds & Wildflowers Workshop
7th September 2013
Chittering Bird Group’s
September Bird survey
was held in conjunction
with a workshop and was
held at Blackboy Ridge on
the 7th of September.
There were thunderstorms
on our way to site in the
morning, thankfully it was
clear by the time we started
and we recorded the highest number of bird species
sighted for the year! Stephen Connell took workshop attendees on a wildflower tour, and were treated to a BBQ brunch afterwards.

Weed Workshop
22nd June 2013

The weeds workshop on Saturday June 22nd was well attended. There were
presentations from Ken Talbot (Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act—
which came into force this year) and Greg Keighery (environmental weeds in
our region). Then it was outside to see and discuss the weeds in the Landcare
Centre surrounds, followed by a demonstration and presentation of biological
controls for Bridal Creeper and Patersons Curse and general discussion of
weed control measures.
A big thank you is extended to everyone who completed the community survey. Your input has been used in determining the top 50 weeds of Chittering to
be incorporated into the local weed strategy. Watch for Top 50 Weeds posters
in the near future.

Bushland Management Workshop
24th August
This was a very interesting workshop with Joe Tonga—the bat man/feral bee man/bird box builder man
giving a very informative talk on management of
feral bees in hollows. He had some excellent tips on
ways to remove feral bees from the feral bees from
the hollows required by so many of our native birds
and animals for breeding. Attendees also visited a
local conservation reserve, where feral bees where
spotted. Tim Heckler also gave an interesting
presentation on his experiences in weed control in
bushland which raised some ideas for consideration.
Fauna Fun Night
24th September 2013

This year’s member’s night was held in conjunction
with a night stalk on Tuesday the 24th of September. The afternoon kicked off with games and a
quiz for the Chittering Bird Group, followed by
‘minute-to-win-it’ style games for landcare group members. After a BBQ dinner
we went walking around the Landcare
Centre’s bushland and creekline to try
and spot some wildlife. A crocodile, a
koala, an emu , a Tasmanian devil and a
wombat were all sighted (all thanks to
Sue M’s artistic talent) much to the kids
delight.

Group meetings to be held in 2013

Chairman:
Robert Hawes

Chairman:
Ann Graham

Chairman:
Judith Beer

@ Chittering Landcare Centre @ Chittering Landcare Centre @ Lowery Park, Bullsbrook
Wednesdays 7:30pm—9:30pm Thursdays 7pm—9:30pm
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