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News from the Chittering Landcare Centre incorporating the Ellen Brockman Integrated Catchment Group, Chittering Landcare Group, Bullsbrook Landcare Group and
Wannamal Lakes Catchment Group.

BAG

THE

COTTON!

Narrow-leaf Cotton Bush (Gomphocarpus fruticosus) has spread rapidly in the Chittering, Bullsbrook and Gingin areas in the last few years. A coordinated approach by all landholders is needed to
slow its spread. The plants are flowering and seeding at present so immediate action is required to
reduce its spread. The Chittering Landcare Centre
is campaigning for landholders to take action
against this invasive weed.
What can I do?
You can help to slow its spread by removing flowers and seed pods from any plants growing in your
area. Seed pods and seeds should be placed in a
bag and sealed before burying deeply.
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Native to Africa, it was introduced to
Australia as a garden plant. It displaces useful species in pastures, invades
riparian areas, displaces native species
and is toxic to stock and humans.

Narrow-leaf cotton bush

Chittering Springs

‘50 Shades of Green’
The Chittering Landcare Centre, in
partnership with the Shire of Chittering, took on the “Chittering Springs”
rehabilitation project 5 years ago. It is
a 10ha area of cleared and degraded
creek line vested in the Shire of Chittering for the purpose of Public Open
Space. A wetland was created to slow
water flow. Revegetation and weed
control will improve water quality,

From This

To This!

reduce erosion, provide habitat for
wildlife and of course vastly improve
the visual amenity.
Students from St Mary’s and employees from Tronox are amongst the
volunteers who have helped plant the
100,000+ seedlings at this site.
There is still a lot of work that needs
to be done, but it already looks fantastic!

SALP Breakfast!
The SALP breakfast was held at Sandalford Winery in Caversham this year, where the 2013
SALP cheques were presented to the community groups. Swan River Trust and Alcoa combined to provide $300000 this year, and our
three community groups successfully applied

Cocky Spotting

for over a third of this between them.

EBICG - $50,000
Chittering Landcare Group - $20,000
Bullsbrook Landcare Group - $30,000

2013 SALP Breakfast. Chairpersons L to R: Judith Beer of
Bullsbrook Landcare Group, Ann Graham of Chittering
Landcare Group and Robert Hawes of EBICG.

Fauna Survey
The fauna survey project started in 2012
at the Bulls Brook Biodiversity Corridor
and has continued into 2013 with
monthly bird surveys, and an Autumn
Frog Survey. Thank you to the volunteers
who joined us in the heat of summer and
the cold mornings in winter. We will be
holding a Fauna Fun night on the 24th of
September to present the results.

eggs
Tawny Frogmouth and
gravid Moaning Frog

New Staff Member
We would like to welcome Samantha
Young to the Landcare Team. Sam is
our new Admin Officer and will be in
the office Mon-Wed.

Recently there have been a few cases of illegal clearing in the local area
which have been brought to our attention. Clearing of any native vegetation is
illegal under the Environmental Protection Act unless a clearing permit has
been granted. Clearing incudes the killing or removal of vegetation and also
includes burning or grazing vegetated areas. The Shire of Chittering has a
Town Planning Scheme which has specific penalties for cases where natural
vegetation is cleared in vegetation protection areas. Clearing within the building envelope does not require a clearing permit, however, clearing outside the
building envelope will attract penalties. The block below was cleared without
a permit. Clearing a firebreak and within 20m from the house for fire hazard
reduction is permitted, but the rest of the block should be left alone. If a parkland cleared block is desired then this is what should be purchased in the first
place.
The loss of vegetation on the block below means a loss of habitat, biodiversity, increased salinity and erosion has already occurred. The block is immediately adjacent to a property which has declared rare flora, and it is thought
that this rare
flora would
have made
up part of
the vegetation which
has been
cleared.

Excerpt from Shire of
Chittering’s Town
Planning Scheme
No.6.
Section 5.8.8

Example of recent
illegal clearing in
Chittering area.

Pest Animal Management Technicians: Gary Harley, Barry Chambers, Gary (Wilko) Wilkonson, Patrick
Henry, Andy Lockey, Geoff Thomas (Course Lecturer), Noel Metcalf.

The Feral story – well, it goes from strength to strength. Following the successful fox removal in the SWADEA (South West Australia Demonstration Area) for
WWF, the training of the feral technicians in Chittering is paying dividends.
Nights with captures of 17 pigs (30 including unborn) make an inroad to the
problem in the Chittering Valley.
The commitment by the operators to resolve the problems of feral animals is
wonderful. This is a job that is hard, dirty and very frustrating. The animals are
clever, covered with lice and some are very large and cranky.
Continuation of the program will, of course, be dependant upon funding. The
operators can offer their services to landholders but many hours need to be
spent in preparation of traps, assessing pig infested areas and deciding where
to best place traps to achieve the best outcomes and as a landholder paying
for control they like to see results immediately! Which is often difficult to
achieve with these wily feral animals.

Congratulations must
go to the operators
two of whom are
pictured with a nights
capture.
(Andy Lockey, Gary
(Wilko) Wilkinson)

WAR ON WEEDS!
Flax Leaf Broom (Genista linifolia) was last year declar ed a Weed of National Significance (WONS). It occurs in the City of Swan and Shires of Chittering and Gingin (as well as
in a number of other local government areas), mainly on roadsides in lateritic soils. It is a
shrub to 3m tall with yellow pea shape flowers and narrow leaves. It flowers from August to
November. The seeds are reported to be poison.
It is thought to be only in isolated patches presently in Gingin and Chittering. The Chittering
Landcare Centre is aware of an infestation on the roadside of Great Northern Highway in the
vicinity of the Reserve Rd intersection. If you are aware of any other locations where it occurs within the area Bullsbrook, Wannamal, Gingin, Muchea please report them to the Chittering Landcare Centre on 9571 0400 or chitteringlandcare@iinet.net.au. For infestations outside
this area report them to the manager of the land on which they are found.
Another broom, Montpellier Broom (Genista monspessulana), also with yellow flowers but
wide leaves and up to 5m tall, is also a WONS. It is not presently known to occur north of
Perth. If seen this should also be reported so action can be taken to before it becomes established in the area.

Saturday 13th July 2013
RAAF - Butternab Rd, Bullsbrook
Butternab Rd is a gravel road, west off Great
Northern Highway, south of Bullsbrook, near
Brookes Tyres. Follow the signs.

Saturday 20th July 2013
TRONOX - Carty Reserve, Chittering
Turn west onto Hart Drive off Great Northern Highway, continue left. Take the track on the left and
park on left. Follow the signs.
Planting starts at 9am
Join us for a free sausage sizzle lunch afterwards!
Please bring - enclosed shoes
- hat
- water bottle
- gloves
Please let us know if you are interested in coming– 9571 0400 or
chitteringlandcare@iinet.net.au

Please consider becoming a member which will assist many vital landcare activities in
your region. Workshops are free for members (will be $5 per workshop in 2014), and
receive initiations to members-only social events.
Please tick either:
$20 Membership for
Chittering Landcare Group

Name:___________________________
Address:_________________________
__________________________
Email:___________________________

$11 Membership for
Bullsbrook Landcare Group

Phone:__________________________

Property Planning Workshop
On the 15th of June a Property Planning Workshop was
held, where attendees from
12 properties attended. Most
properties were in the local
area, but there were some
from as far away as Beverley
and Rockingham! Peter Coppin and Chris Ferreira from
the Great Gardens team
shared their expert
knowledge and helped participants to develop a plan for
their own property using aerial photographs.
Local Government Dieback Training

The Chittering Landcare Group received some
funding through the DEC environmental community grants to run dieback
awareness and hygiene training with our local governments. This involved a
workshop run in April with the City of Swan and a workshop held in June with
the Shire of Chittering. The works and garden crew were in attendance. The
workshops were run by Glenn Tuffnell of Dieback Treatment services and covered introductory topics on Phytophthora cinnamomi, how its spreads, its impact and what needs to be done to reduce the spread in day to day activities.
We also looked at the wash down areas and went out into nearby bush land to
show attendees what the effects of dieback looks like in real life. The practical
aspect of a workshop such is this is important to ensure that attendees understand the message and get an eye for seeing “the colour of death” out in the
field. We hope that through a little education we can help to reduce the spread
of dieback in our area.

Heavenly Hectares
Approximately 30
people attended
the workshop on
Saturday the 9th of
March. Chris Ferreira from the
Great Gardens
team delivered the
workshop.
Soils and Sustainability Workshop
We had a full house on the 18th of May for the
Soils and Sustainability Workshop delivered by
Peter Coppin from the Great Gardens team. Peter’s seminar was very well received. Sandy
McKay, a Toodyay
resident, also gave
a short presentation on growing
vegetables after
lunch. Thanks to
both our presenters for an interesting day, and thank
you to all those
who attended.
Fencing Workshop
The fencing workshop was held on the 26th of
March and was well attended. A BIG thank
you to Phil Humphry, Chittering Landcare
Group member, and local fencing contractor, for not only teaching participants the
basics of fencing, but for also coming and
setting up and packing up a few days wither side of the workshop. Attendees were
able to practice their skills after morning
tea by fencing a small paddock off at the
Landcare Centre. This will be used for the
small flock of Cheviot sheep as part of a
rotation grazing system.

Group meetings to be held in 2013

Chairman:
Robert Hawes

Chairman:
Ann Graham

Chairman:
Judith Beer

@ Chittering Landcare Centre @ Chittering Landcare Centre @ Lowery Park, Bullsbrook
Wednesdays 7:30pm—9:30pm Thursdays 7pm—9:30pm
Mondays 9am—12noon
24th June
26th August
28th October AGM
25th November

26th June
28th August
23rd October AGM
27th November

20th June
22nd August
17th October AGM
21st November

Staff:

Contact Us:

Rosanna Hindmarsh
Bonny Dunlop-Heague
Megan O’Grady
Sue Metcalf
Sue Pedrick
Beverly Paton
Sam Young

175 Old Gingin Rd, Muchea
PO Box 62, MUCHEA WA 6501
chitteringlandcare@iinet.net.au
www.chitteringlandcare.org.au
Ph: 9571 0400 Fax: 9571 4350

Toshiba Community
Group Award
Winner 2012

