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News from the Chittering Landcare Centre incorporating the Ellen Brockman Integrated Catchment 
Group, Chittering Landcare Group, Bullsbrook Landcare Group and  

Wannamal Lakes Catchment Group. 

1 MONTH 

180,000 PLANTS 
In July of this year, the Chittering Landcare team, to-
gether with a team of backpackers, planted over 
180,000 seedlings at various locations in the Ellen 
Brook and Brockman Catchments. We had many 
groups help us as well, including the Air Cadets, Singa-
porean Trainee pilots and reservists from RAAF 
Pearce, Bullsbrook DHS students, St Mary’s students, 
Guildford Grammar students, Ellenbrook Christian 
College, several scout groups, the staff and families at 
Tronox and many community members.   
 
The orders for next year’s projects have been placed, 
and the total is about 170,000 seedlings.   

 

 

 

Merry  

Christmas  
 

& a Happy New 

Year  
 

for 2013! 
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Kim & Anna Larsen 
This issue we will talk about 2 very 
dedicated members that wanted to 
“put something back into nature”. Kim 
and Anna Larsen. The property has 
been in the family’s name since the 
late 80’s. It consists of 50 acres of 
remnant vegetation and 100 acres of 
parkland cleared sand country. Many 
people in the area buy land because 
they want to have livestock but the Lar-
sen’s bought it in the hope of protect-
ing the existing vegetation and enhanc-
ing the degraded areas. 
The Larsen’s started planting trees on 
the property in 1990, using all sorts of 

species such as Tasmanian Blue gums. 
Most of these did not survive well due 
to conditions. 
From there Anna started doing a few 
courses on pastures and landcare, and 
after some time they did more revege-
tation on the property in 1997 with 
mixed results. Anna then started to col-
lect seed from the existing trees and 
vegetation on the property and many of 
these seeds germinated and to this day 
are doing extremely well. 
In approximately 2007 Kim and Anna 
were approached by Amy Salmon, one 
of the NRM officers at the landcare 

centre and asked them if they 
would like to be involved in the 
Swan Alcoa Landcare Program. Kim 
and Anna jumped right on board 
and since then there have been 
several SALP projects completed at 
their property. Kim said that they 
“wouldn’t have done as much if we 
didn’t have the assistance from 
SALP” It is so “disheartening to see 
losses” due to the sandy nature of 
the site and “thats the beauty of 
having (the landcare centre) choos-
ing the species, you guys choose 
the species for us and they are 
more likely to survive”. 

Kim and Anna are now going to 

leave the site for several years to 

see how the current seedlings ma-

ture and after that they will look 

into more projects in the future as 

required. 
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New Plant Trailer 

A Big Win! 

You may have seen our new plant trailer 
this planting season, loaded up to the brim 
with seedlings. With the assistance of a 
Shire of Chittering grant, the Landcare 
Centre has purchased their second plant 
trailer, which has been invaluable this 

planting season.  

Bonny gave a presentation at this years 
DIG conference, “Fighting Phytophthora 
cinnamomi in our local community: Fund-
ing partnerships and positive results”. 
The presentation outlined the efforts the 
Landcare Centre has made over the 
years to protect our natural areas from 
this disease. Bonny received great feed-
back, and fortunately did not pass out 
whilst delivering the presentation as she 
expected. Well done Bonny! 

DIG Conference 

2012 Toshiba Community Group Award 

Elinor’s Big Garden 

David Craze has created a memorial to 
his late wife, Elinor, a long time  member 
of Chittering Landcare Group. His prop-
erty at 81 Sandow Rd, Lower Chittering, 
has largely been revegetated, all of which 
was funded and planted by David and 
Elinor. It is open to the public and is a 
great time of year to have a wander 
through the bush. 

And the winner of the 2012 Community 
Group category is.... Ellen Brockman Inte-

grated Catchment Group!  

Rosanna accepted 
the NATIONAL 
Landcare Award in 
Sydney on Tues-
day the 4th of 
September. The 
award was spon-
sored by Toshiba 
and follows the 
State Awards in 
2011.  
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Wildflower Festival 

Feral Update 

Chittering’s Wildflower Festival was held 
on the 13th to the 16th of September and 
was a great success. Rosanna, Sue P, and 
Stephen Connell helped to display over 
180 species of locally occurring wildflow-
ers. Donna Wilsher must also be congratu-
lated on the central display, it was magnifi-

cent. 

Approximately 100 enthusiastic St Mary’s 
girls came out on Tuesday the 18th of 
September for their annual weed pull 
day. The site chosen was Bingham Creek 
which had a fair amount of Cape Tulip 
growing. In fact a total of nine compacted 
cubic metres were pulled, which we esti-
mate to weigh around 4.5 Tonne.  

St Mary’s Weeding Day 

Motion Sensor Cameras 

The motion sensor cameras that 
were kindly donated to us at the 
start of the year have been in con-
stant use. They have been used at 
private properties in Wannamal 

and Bindoon as well as in 
the conservation reserve 
in Muchea. The cameras 
are currently at the Bulls 
Brook Biodiversity Corri-
dor, we are hoping to 
catch some good images 
to add to the Fauna Sur-
vey as there are fresh 
bandicoot diggings. Im-
ages that have been 
sighted include an owl, 
ducklings, a joey jumping 
into its mother pouch, 28 
parrots, as well as cats, 
rats and foxes.  

       The cat traps pur-
chased with a Shire of 
Gingin community grant 
are being very successfully 
used to reduce feral cat 
numbers in the area. Re-
cently we have been ad-
vised that control of wild 
pigs may be more efficient if scientists can 
finalise development of a new toxin. There’s 
no antidote for 1080, but there will be one 
available for the new poison, in case the 
baits are taken by domestic dogs or other 
non-target animals This will enable us to 
bait in close proximity to residential areas 
and we will finally be able to put our hog 
hoppers to use. Currently, we are unable to 
lay poison baits without approval from the 
APB who are naturally , very cautious about 
issuing bait approvals.  
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Bulls Brook Biodiversity Corridor 

The Bullsbrook Landcare Group have been successfully 
revegetating a block of land in the Bulls Brook sub-
catchment for 15 years. One of the aims to create a 
wildlife corridor between two areas of existing vegeta-
tion. The Fauna Survey project that was started this year 
with Bamford Consulting hopes to prove this. A Spring 
frog survey was completed with another one due in Au-
tumn. We heard 8 species of frogs. Two rounds of pitfall 
trapping has also just been completed. We found 22 
species, with 4 species of snakes, 11 Lizards, 5 Legless 
Lizards and 1 mammal - the common house mouse. 
Bird surveys are planned for next year , as well as mo-
tion sensor trapping and bat call recording.  
This data will be used to show the success of the reveg 
in comparison with two control areas - a paddock 
(similar conditions to the area prior to revegetation) and 
Neaves Rd Reserve (intact remnant bushland).   
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Fly Boys Planting Day 
Bulls Brook Biodiversity Corridor 

14th July 2012 

On the 14th of July 2012, Bullsbrook Land-
care Group once again joined forces with 
RAAF Pearce, to plant 16,000 plants in the 
Bulls Brook Biodiversity Corridor. This 
revegetation project has been added to an-
nually for 15 years, and represents a solid 
partnership with the Department of De-
fence who owns this land. Over 45 Singa-
porean Airforce Trainee Pilots, 100 Airforce 
Cadets, Bullsbrook Scout Group, Bullsbrook 
Landcare Members, and many community 
members helped to infill in Stages 2 & 4.  
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Tronox Planting Day 
Chequers Golf Course 

21st July 2012 

Carty Reserve 
28th July 2012 

Over 20,000 seedlings 
were planted at Carty 
Reserve in 2012 consist-
ing of rushes and sedges 
and terrestrial plants. 
Thankyou to the Chitter-
ing Scout Group and 
Guildford Grammar for 
helping us plant them. 

Record numbers of Tronox employees and their families 
attended the planting on the 21st of July. The vegeta-
tion between fairways at Chequers Golf Club had previ-
ously been mapped for dieback, and was in poor condi-
tion. The 5000 seedlings of dieback tolerant species 
planted on the day will help to return the understorey. 
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Keep Fit Group 
Bindoon Hall Planting 

July 2012 

Belhus Reserve 
Ellenbrook Christian 

College 

On the 22nd of June, the ladies of the ‘Keep 
Fit’ Group helped us to plant about 200 
plants into the Bindoon Hall Garden. These 
plants were specifically chosen by Sue P to 
suit the garden around the alternative septic 
treatment system. We were worried we were-
n't going to find any soil under all the mulch, 
but we got there in the end. Thank you to 
Ronda Graeme and the ‘Keep Fit’ Ladies.  

Over 100 Year 6 & 7 students helped us with 
the planting at Belhus Reserve on the 29th of 
June. This was the first time we have worked 
with this school and they did a great job. 
There were a few plants left over, thank you 
to Susie Hall for planting some of the remain-
ders.  
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The water quality has improved due to 
revegetation. Most of the landowners will 
say that they have more frogs, more 
birds in areas which have basically been 
degraded or non-existent with any vege-
tation, so we’ve put a lot of wildlife back 
into it.  Which is I think what most of the 
landowners remark on, it’s louder, you 
can hear the birds calling and chirping, 
the frogs making noises, which obviously 
means that there are tadpoles and other 
macro-invertebrates. Also, we have had a 
couple of landholders say that they have 
seen some echidnas around as well. I’ve 
seen it. I’ve experienced it from, probably 
not from seeing it for myself but some-
one pointing out, “Look at the work you 

have been doing”, because I guess living 
and breathing the work you don’t actually 
realise what you have been doing until 
someone points it out. Look at the differ-
ence between , you know, the two prop-
erties where there is nothing where it’s 
basically sterile compared to a living 
breathing ecosystem with trees and 
plants and understorey and bird life.  
I don't think we noticed it until it was 
pointed out to us because you’re just 
doing your job and you don't realise all 
the good work that you have been doing, 
but many of the landowners are so ex-
cited about their new properties basically 
from when they bought it years ago.  
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Weed Control 
 - Lennard Brook 
 - Gingin Brook 
 - Payne St Reserve 
 - Lake Needonga 
=$13 000 funded by DEC 
 
Revegetation 
 - Chittering Springs 
 - Bergalla infill 
 - Barracca Springs 
37 000 seedlings, $18 
000 funded by SALP 
 - Pearce West 
 - Brand Hwy Site 
20000 seedlings funded 
by SRT 
 - Pearce South 
45000 seedlings, $45000 
funded by State NRM  

Fauna Survey 
 - BBBC 
$27000 funded by DEC 
 
Revegetation 
 - 4 private properties 
7000 seedlings, $7000 
funded by SALP 
  
 - BBBC Stage 5 
5000 seedlings funded by 
State NRM 
 
Weed Control 
 - Blackberry  
 - BBBC Stage 6 
$25000 funded by SALP 

Dieback 
 - Barracca Reserve 
$17000 funded by DEC 
 
Revegetation 
 - Heron Hill 
 - 3 Private Properties 
10000 seedlings, $16000 
funded by SALP 
 - Carty Reserve 
 - Private Property 
23000 seedlings, funded 
by State NRM 
 - Cooke 
Private Contract, 7500 
seedlings 

Over 170,000 seedlings in 2013! 
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August and September are usually the peak period for wildflowers in the Chittering 
area and there was plenty to see this year.    Wattles (Acacia species) were a mass of 
yellow along roadsides and in the bush.  The Orange Wattle (Acacia saligna) is the 
largest of the local wattles flowering but there are also a number of smaller shrubs.  
Prickly Moses (Acacia pulchella) has pinnate (ferny) leaves and occurred in profusion 
in areas which have been burnt a couple of years ago eg Blackboy Ridge Reserve on 
Chittering Rd. 
Another group of yellow flowered plants is the Guinea Flowers or Buttercups 
(Hibbertia sp).  Although most have yellow flowers there is one local species, 
(Hibbertia miniata), which has orange flowers.  Most are small shrubs less than one 
metre tall. 
Also flowering were a large number of pea flowers.  Many have two toned “bacon and 
egg” flowers in orange, yellow, red or brown but some such as the Hairy Yellow Pea 
(Gompholobium tomentosum) and Gompholobium marginatum have all yellow flow-
ers.  There are also some with pink flowers eg Painted Lady (Gompholobium scabrum) 
and Gompholobium knightianum and the blue/purple of Hovea.  Creepers also fea-
ture among the pea family and Bushy Kennedia (Kennedia stirlingii) with its orange 
and red flowers may be seen in sandy clay soils and Running Postman (Kennedia 
prostrata) with its elongated red flowers may be seen in sandier and gravelly soils. 
The clear blue of Blue Lechenaultia (Lechenaultia biloba) is a favourite of many peo-
ple and the more purple-blue of Dampiera (Dampiera sp), another member of the 
same family, may also catch the eye. 
A number of Dryandras (now included in the genus Banksia) were seen.  Other plants 
within this family which were flowering are the Smokebushes (Conospermum sp) with 
their white, blue or grey flowers and the Coneflowers (Isopogon and Petrophile sp) 
and the Hakeas and Grevilleas. 
Those who had the time to stop and walk around were also rewarded with the sight of 
a number of smaller plants such as orchids and triggerplants (Stylidium sp) and the 
sundews (Drosera sp). 
In October and November a succession of species of orchids and the local native 
grasses flowered. 
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Running Postman Kennedia prostrata    
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 Objections under the Mining Act: a ‘how to’ guideObjections under the Mining Act: a ‘how to’ guideObjections under the Mining Act: a ‘how to’ guideObjections under the Mining Act: a ‘how to’ guide    
    Summarised from Moshe Phillips (Paralegal) and Josie Walker (Principal Solici-
tor), EDO news - newsletter of the Environmental Defender’s Office WA, Vol 18 No 1, 
May 2012, pg 7. 

There has been an observed increase in public concern over resource developments recently, which 
is likely due to the resource industry encroaching on more populated areas than in the past. In par-
ticular, the proposal by Vasse Coal Pty Ltd to start a coal mine near Margaret River has highlighted 
the potential for conflict between mining and agriculture. The EDO is experiencing a surge in inquir-
ies regarding mining applications and opportunities to object. Under the Mining Act 1978 (WA) any 
person is entitled to object to the grant of a prospecting licence, exploration lease or mining lease. 
However, would-be objectors should be aware that they are involving themselves as a participant in 
court proceedings, and that certain demands will be placed upon them as a consequence.. There is 
a risk that failure to comply with any of the Warden's directions could lead to the objector being 
ordered to pay the other side's legal costs. While many objectors in the Warden's Court are not le-
gally represented, the process can be stressful and bewildering for non-lawyers, and therefore 
should not to be undertaken lightly. 
Any person who wants to explore for or mine minerals on any land in Western Australia needs to 
apply for the relevant licence or lease for the activity that they are planning to carry out. These li-
cences and leases under the Mining Act 1978 (WA) are referred to collectively as “mining tene-
ments”. Three common types of mining tenements are: 
 
• A prospecting licenceprospecting licenceprospecting licenceprospecting licence, which entitles a person to enter land to explore for minerals. The maximum 
area of a prospecting licence is 200ha; 
• An exploration licenceexploration licenceexploration licenceexploration licence, which entitles a person to enter land to explore for minerals. The maxi-
mum area of an exploration lease is 21,700ha; 
• A mining leasemining leasemining leasemining lease, which entitles a person to extract minerals from the land and undertake other 
operations which are necessary for that purpose. 
 
A mining tenement cannot be granted over the surface of private land which is being cultivated or 
grazed, or over an allotment of less than 2,000m2. In practice, this means that private landowners 
usually have a veto over surface mining on their land. However, the need for landowners' consent 
can be avoided if the mining company only seeks the right to explore or mine more than 30m below 
the surface of any private land. 
 
Any person (whether or not they own land in the vicinity) can object to the grant of a mining tene-
ment by lodging a “Form 16 – Objection” (available from the DMP website). If an objection is lodged, 
the Warden for the relevant mining district will conduct a hearing to determine whether or not the 
tenement should be granted. Objections to the grant of any mining tenement can be made on public 
interest environmental grounds. However, it is rare that public interest objections will be considered 
in relation to exploration licences. In either case, objectors will need to convince the Warden that 
there are special circumstances which justify the Warden refusing the application on environmental 
grounds, rather than allowing environmental impacts to be dealt with by environmental conditions 
imposed by the Department of Mines and Petroleum (“DMP”) or the Environmental Protection Au-
thority. 
 
Under “grounds” the objector should state briefly the reasons why he or she says the tenement ap-
plication should not be granted; for example, “potential for groundwater contamination”, or “dust 
impacts on local residents”. If the Warden agrees to hear from the objector, the objector will be 
given an opportunity to submit evidence and to make arguments at a later date. Objections must be 
lodged within 35 days of lodgement of the tenement application, and must serve a copy of the ob-
jection on the applicant as soon as practicable after lodgement.   ...  
Full article - http://www.edowa.org.au/discover/newsletters/ 
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Perennial Pastures 

An example of David Pike’s insect photography 

Weed Workshop 

The Weed 
Workshop ran 
smoothly on 
the 23rd June 
2012, and 
was well at-
tended.  
P r e s en t e r s 
included Ken 
Talbot from 
D A F W A , 
G r e g 
Keighery from 
DEC and 
Brett Walton 
a local spray-
ing contrac-
tor.  

The Perennial Pasture Workshop held on Satur-
day was a great day. Dave Rogers from the De-
partment of Agriculture in Albany came up to re-
port on the trials he conducted on the effect of 
perennial pastures on nutrient management in the 
Peel Harvey Region. Bob Wilson, chairman of 
Evergreen Grazing, presented some of the basics 
on perennials, drawing on his decades of experi-
ence at his farm at Lancelin. The demo paddock 
was sown 
with  
Symond's 
Summer 
Perennial 
Mix, by 
Chris from 
Jostian 
farming. 
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Native Grass Workshop - 29th November 

An example of David Pike’s 

Members Night - 10th October 

We had a great turn out for the Members 
Night and Night Stalk held on the 10th of 
October. The Birders kicked things off in the 
afternoon with a bird quiz and charades. 
The Chittering and Bullsbrook Landcare 
Group members participated in ‘minute-to-
win-it” style games, which was just as enter-
taining for the spectators as the partici-
pants! We had about forty people altogether 

for the bbq dinner 
and the night 
stalk. We saw 
plenty of kanga-
roos, a few rab-
bits, and one very 
observant atten-
dee even spotted 
a tiny Squelching 
Frog.  

The Native Grass Workshop was the 
last workshop for 2012, and was very 
popular. The workshop started at 
Blackboy Ridge, where the group took 
a walk to see the different types of 
grasses in their natural environment. 
Morning tea was back at the landcare 
centre followed 
with interesting 
presentations 
from Una Bell 
and Roy Butler. 
There will be 
another follow up 
workshop next 
year, the dates 
will be an-
nounced shortly.  
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The Water quality program continued 
in 2012 with samples taken from 27 
sites in the Ellen Brook at monthly 
intervals between July and October. 
Samples were also taken from 26 
sites in the Brockman River Catch-
ment in August and October. The data 
is currently being compiled and the 
2012 water quality reports will be 
available in 2013. 
The water quality reports were com-
pleted for the 2011 sampling for the 
Ellen Brook and Brockman River 
catchments earlier this year. In the 
Ellen Brook Catchment pH generally 
remained within the guidelines of 6.5 
– 8 with 3 sites Muchea East, Wan-
dena North and Wandena South con-
tinuing to be acidic. Investigations 
into the source of the acidity of these 
sites are continuing. 
Conductivity in the Ellen Brook Catch-
ment continues to be above the AN-
ZECC guideline. The levels however 
are remaining relatively constant and 
do not appear to cause any major en-
vironmental effects. Total Nutrients 
are also remaining relatively stable, 
there has been a slight snapshot in-
crease in nutrients since 2010 but 
this is most likely due to the lack of 

r a i n f a l l 
e x p e r i -
e n c e d 
that year. 
Within the 
Brockman 
River pH 
levels re-
m a i n 

within the Guideline on the majority of 
occasions. There has been a slight 
increase in salinity over the last 6 
years of sampling. With the northern 
sampling sites being more saline then 
those in the south. The Brockman 
River catchment did however record 
lower concentrations of nitrogen then 
the previous year. Generally in the 
Brockman nutrients are not a large 
issue due to the heavy soils and their 
ability to retain nutrients. 

The water quality reports for the 

Brockman River and Ellen Brook 

Catchments are available in electronic 

format upon request, which outlines 

all the results from the samples that 

were gathered during 2011, the com-

parisons from previous years and the 

emerging trends. 



 

Chit tering Landcare Centre 

Chairman:     
Robert Hawes 

Chairman:  
Ann Graham 

@ Chittering Landcare Centre 
Mondays 9am—12noon 

 
25th February 

22nd April 
24th June 

26th August 
28th October AGM 

25th November 

@ Chittering Landcare Centre 
Wednesdays 7:30pm—9:30pm 

 
27th February 

24th April 
26th June 

28th August 
23rd October AGM 

27th November 

Co n t a c t  U s :  
175 Old Gingin Rd, Muchea 

PO Box 62, MUCHEA WA 6501 
chitteringlandcare@iinet.net.au 
www.chitteringlandcare.org.au  

Ph: 9571 0400 Fax: 9571 4350 

S t a f f :  

Toshiba Community 
Group Award  
Winner 2012 

Rosanna Hindmarsh 
Sue Metcalf 
Sue Pedrick 

Bonny Dunlop-Heague 
Megan O’Grady 
Beverly Paton  

Group meet ings  to be he ld in  2013 

Chairman:   
Judith Beer 

@ Lowery Park, Bullsbrook 
Thursdays 7pm—9:30pm 

 
21st February 

18th April 
20th June 

22nd August 
17th October AGM 

21st November 


